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Introduction: The Dementia Knowledge Assessment Scale (DKAS) is a widely used,
reliable, and valid tool to assess knowledge about dementia. This study aimed to develop
the Sinhala version of DKAS (Si-DKAS).

Methods: In this cross-cultural validation study, the first phase involved translation and
cross-cultural adaptation based on the World Health Organisation guidelines. The content
validity index (CVI) was computed. In the second phase, a cross-sectional survey was
conducted among a purposive sample of 394 diploma nursing students from a
government School of Nursing in Sri Lanka. Internal consistency, test-retest reliability (n =
45), exploratory factor analysis (EFA), confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) and discriminant
validity were tested.

Results: Phase | developed the pre-final version of the Si-DKAS with an acceptable CVI
(Item CVI = 0.8 to 1, Scale CVI = 0.9). EFA resulted in a 21-item four-factor model (“care
considerations," “causes and characteristics of dementia," “health promotion," and
“misconceptions about dementia”). CFA resulted in an 18-item Si-DKAS. Cronbach’s alpha
was 0.701 with a 0.953 test-retest correlation.

Discussion: Compared to the original version of DKAS, this study developed an 18-item
Si-DKAS.

Conclusion: The Si-DKAS is a valid and reliable tool that assesses knowledge of dementia
among nursing students in Sri Lanka.



